
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Young Israel of the Main Line  
Weekly Update 

273 Montgomery Ave.             Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004 
(610) 667-3255    www.yiml.org 

Stan Sved, President                   Rabbi Avraham Steinberg 

All submissions, suggestions, sponsorships, and advertisements should be directed to 
Moshe Eisenberg, creator of this Weekly Update. 

March 17-24, 2006 
Parshas Ki Sisa                                           ta, hf ,arp 

Shabbos Davening Times 
Candle lighting: 5:51 p.m. 
Mincha - Friday: 5:50 p.m. 
Sof Zman Krias Shema: 9:08 a.m. 
Shacharis: 8:45 a.m. 
Mincha- Shabbos: 5:35 p.m. 
Maariv:  6:55 p.m. 
 

Weekday Davening Times 
Shacharis –Sunday: 8:00 a.m. 
Shacharis- Mon, Thurs: 6:40 a.m. 
Shacharis- Tues, Wed, Fri: 6:50 a.m. 
Mincha- Sun-Fri: 6:00 p.m. 

Mazel Tov 
Mazel Tov to Joan and Joel Betesh on the bris of their grandson, 
Yosef Chaim Betesh, on Purim. 

Chevra Mishnayos 
The Chevra Mishnayos has started learning Seder Nashim.  Please 
sign up by putting your name on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin 
board or speak to Moshe Eisenberg. 

Wednesday Night Women’s Halacha Shiur 
Women’s Halacha Shiur with R. Steinberg will not meet this 
week, but will resume shortly. Stay posted. 

R’ Steinberg Info:                   Home: 610-664-3796           E-mail:  rabbi@yiml.org 
Stan Sved, President Info: Home: 610-660-5002 

Are you on our Email list? To subscribe to the YIML email list simply send a 
message to majordome@chaseplanet.us with the following single line body: 

subscribe yiml YOU@YOURMAIL 

Chaburah 
Coming Back This Week to the YIML – “The Chaburah”! 
Betweeen mincha and ma’ariv on Shabbos in the upstairs room.  
This week’s chaburah will be given by Rabbi Judah Goldberg on 
“The Obligation to Read from a Kosher Megillah.”  Everyone is 
invited.

CHELKEINU 
CHELKEINU, A Joint Educational Project of Yeshiva University 
and the Stern Hebrew High School, presents Rav Mosheh 
Lichtenstein, Maggid Shiur at Yeshivat Har Etzion (Gush) and 
grandson of the late Ha-Rav Joseph B. Soloveitchik, who will 
address “The Rav’s Legacy and American Orthodoxy,”  Saturday 
night, March 18 at 8:30 PM at the Young Israel of the Main Line.  
Co-sponsored by YIML, LMS, Congregation Beth Hamedrosh, 
and TA.  For more information, please contact Rabbi Judah 
Goldberg at 610-664-3474 or at chelkeinu@gmail.com. 

Mazel Tov to the Chase family on the birth of a 
baby boy! Sholom zachor details to follow.



 

Holy Desecration 
By Rabbi Yisroel Ciner 

With this week’s parsha, Ki Sisa, the Torah completes the instructions 
for the building of the Mishkan {Tabernacle} and then immediately commands 
about Sabbath observance:  

“And you shall speak to Bnei Yisroel {the Children of Israel} saying: 
Ach {But} My Sabbaths you shall observe because it is a sign between you and I, 
for all generations, to know that I am Hashem who sanctifies you. [31:13]”  

What is the connection between the Mishkan and the Sabbath?  
Rashi explains that Moshe was told: Although I have instructed you to 

command them to build the Mishkan, do not treat the Sabbath lightly and push it 
aside in order to build. This is referring to the actual bringing of the materials 
[Sifsei Chachamim]. Rashi also teaches that the word Ach {But} always comes to 
limit and minimize. In this case it comes to limit the actual construction work 
performed by the artisans, forbidding it from being done on the Sabbath.  

The Ramban takes issue with Rashi’s explanation. “Ach {But} My 
Sabbaths” seems to be limiting the Sabbath, not the construction of the Temple! 
If it was referring to the Mishkan, it would come to allow the building on the 
Sabbath! He therefore explains that it in fact comes to limit the observance of the 
Sabbath, pushing it aside in the case of a circumcision and a life-and-death 
situation.  

The Ohr HaChaim explains this concept further. “Ach {But} My 
Sabbaths”: when a person’s life is at stake, do what must be done to save that life, 
even if it will involve desecrating the Sabbath. This applies to all days that are 
called “Sabbath”all the Sabbaths: including Sabbath, Yom Kippur {the Day of 
Atonement} and all holidays.  

According to the Ohr HaChaim, the passuk also contains two 
explanations as to why the Sabbath is pushed aside in order to save a life.  

“Ach {But} My Sabbaths . . . ”  
We desecrate a Sabbath in order to (by keeping this person alive) allow 

for the observance of many, many Sabbaths in the future. As such, it’s not even 
considered desecration but rather, in such a life-threatening situation, ‘breaking’ 
the Sabbath would be considered its proper observance! This explains that 
although we are not allowed to sin, even to help someone else, in the case of 
saving a life it’s not a sin but rather a mitzvah.  

“. . .to know that I am Hashem who sanctifies you.”  
This law, that the Sabbath is broken in order to save a life, enables us “to 

know that I am Hashem and I have sanctified you.” The holiness of a nefesh 
{soul of a} Yisroel is greater than the holiness of the Sabbath. The lesser 
(Sabbath) is pushed aside for the sake of the greater (a nefesh Yisroel). How was 
this holiness attained? Because Hashem, in all of His glory, is the one who 
sanctifies us.  

In a few short words the Ohr HaChaim is revealing volumes. If one is 
careful with the time when the Sabbath begins and ends, not wanting to 
shortchange it in any way, how meticulous must one be with the ‘time’ given to 
people, giving them the full attention they deserve. If one is careful to honor the 
Sabbath because it is Hashem’s day of rest, how careful must one be to honor a 
person in whom Hashem rests...    Taken from torah.org  
 

Shiurim* 
 

DAY TIME TOPIC SPEAKER NOTES 

Shabbos 8:15 a.m. Parshas Hashavua Rabbi 
Steinberg  

Shabbos 
Between 

Mincha & 
Maariv 

Gemara Sukka Rabbi 
Steinberg  

Shabbos 
Between 

Mincha & 
Maariv 

Chabura 
Topic varies from 

week to week. 
Rotating  

Sunday 
Morning 

After 
Davening Sefer Hachinuch Dov Gottlieb  

Mon., Wed. After 
Maariv 

Mishna Berura 
Hilchos Shabbos Eli Back  

15 minutes before 
Shacharis on Sun.-Fri. Shaarei Teshuva Rabbi 

Steinberg  

Monday 9:30 a.m. Women’s Tehillim 
Group  At the Eisenberg 

home 

Wednesday 8:15 p.m.  Practical Halacha 
Shiur for Women 

Rabbi 
Steinberg CANCELLED 

Thursday 
night 10:15 p.m. Nefesh Hachaim Rav Sholom 

Kamenetsky  

*All shiurim are at YIML unless specified. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

B’nos of Bala Cynwyd 
Bnos of Bala Cynwyd will meet this 
Shabbos at Lower Merion Synagogue from 
3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Pirchei of Philadelphia 
Pirchei of Philadelphia 
will not meet this 
Shabbos. 


