
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Young Israel of the Main Line  
Weekly Update 

273 Montgomery Ave.             Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004 
(610) 667-3255    www.yiml.org 

Stan Sved, President                   Rabbi Avraham Steinberg 

All submissions, suggestions, sponsorships, and advertisements should be directed to 
Moshe Eisenberg, creator of this Weekly Update. 

June 30-July 7, 2006 
Parshas Korach                  jre ,arp

Shabbos Davening Times 
Earliest Candle lighting: 7:00 p.m. 
Candle lighting: 8:16 p.m. 
Mincha - Friday: 7:00 p.m. 
Sof Zman Krias Shema: 9:20 a.m. 
Shacharis: 8:45 a.m. 
Mincha- Shabbos followed by Shalosh Seudos: 8:00 p.m. 
Maariv:  9:19 p.m. 
 

Weekday Davening Times 
Shacharis –Sun, Tues: 8:00 a.m. 
Shacharis- Mon, Thurs: 6:40 a.m. 
Shacharis- Wed, Fri: 6:50 a.m. 
Mincha /Maariv- Sun-Thurs: 8:20 p.m. 

Chevra Mishnayos 
The Chevra Mishanyos has started learning Seder Kodshim.  Please 
sign-up by putting your name on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board 
or speak with Moshe Eisenberg. 

Mazel Tov to… 
…Rabbi and Mrs. Steinberg and Family on the upsherin of Shua 
Steinberg. 
…Daniel and Janet Eisenberg and Family on Moshe’s bar mitzvah.  
Moshe will be leining Monday morning at YIML at a late 8:00 a.m. 
minyan followed by breakfast.  Please join us. 

Tefillah Initiative 
Please join us in implementing the Shul’s new D-I-ET Plan: 

Decorum 
Initiative to 
Enhance 
Tefilah 

by focusing on keeping children quiet during davening. (See Rabbi 
Steinberg’s  letter -- posted in Shul – for details.) 

Lost Raincoat 
A khaki Burberry raincoat with a Burberry plaid inside, about size 40, 
was lost at YIML on Shavuos night.  A similar raincoat is hanging on 
the coat-rack (and may belong to the person who accidentally switched 
coats). If you have the coat, please return it to YIML or call 610-937-
3717 with any questions. 



 

"Father," he said, "if you promise me that from now on you will not go to the 
taverns to get drunk, thereby discrediting our family and bringing disgrace upon 
yourself, then I will undertake to supply you with the best wines, so that you may 
drink at home to your heart's desire." His father agreed to this arrangement, and 
so, every night, the pious son would arrive at his father's house with an ample 
supply of wine and food, and would leave the house only after tucking his 
intoxicated father into bed.  

One rainy day, the pious son was walking to shul when he came upon a 
drunkard lying in the street. The rain beat down upon him, and the children were 
hitting him with sticks and stones and throwing earth upon his face and into his 
mouth. He said to himself, "Let me go now and bring my father here, that he may 
see once and for all the disgrace and humiliation of the drunkard. Maybe then he 
will learn his lesson." And so he did, he led his father to the spot. "Observe," he 
said, "how the drunken man looks. Isn't it disgraceful!"  

Undeterred, the father turned to the drunkard. "Tell me, my friend, 
which tavern do you frequent to have attained such a blissful state of 
drunkenness?"  

From this story, says Rav Eliyahu Dessler, it is obvious that witnessing 
the punishment of the wicked has the potential either to elevate a person, or to 
attract him to the very sin which has brought the punishment upon the sinner. 
Which effect it will have depends on the character of the observer. The father 
was still attracted to alcohol, so when he saw the drunkard lying in the street, it 
merely served to remind him of the pleasures of drinking. His pious son had no 
attraction to drinking, so for him witnessing the disgrace of the drunkard served 
to reinforce his scorn for drink.  

Seeing punishment can arouse in a person the memory of the pleasure 
derived from doing that sin. Thus, unless a person is totally removed from desire 
towards that particular sin, it is very dangerous for him to witness the punishment 
of a sinner or to dwell upon the details of his transgression.  

This was so, explains Rav Miller of Gateshead, in the case of Lot. He 
had been wicked together with the people of Sedom; observing their retribution 
had the power to arouse within him the memory of the sin, and the punishment 
would then descend upon him too, as happened with his wife. Similarly, Bnei 
Yisrael were forbidden to have any contact with the posessions of Korach's 
assembly when he was punished. They too were tainted with his sin, for he had 
incited them to rebel against Moshe. Thus the thoughts of sin still dormant within 
them could easily have been aroused, and they too would suffer his punishment.  

It is a popular trend nowadays to publicize all of the contemptible sins 
of the most wicked people in graphic detail. People justify their interest in these 
gory facts, saying that they want to "see just how low a person can get", and to 
proclaim the repulsiveness of their sins. A person can be found following the 
details of the most sickening case, dreading to miss even the smallest fact. 
Afterward he will remark, "See what happens to a person if he doesn't have the 
Torah!" - as if that statement justifies the hours he has spent hungrily devouring 
every last detail. In truth, Baruch Hashem, Torah Jews are infinitely distant from 
the corruption of such sinners, yet we ourselves are not totally free from the taint 
of sin. To counteract this, we have to separate ourselves more and more from any 
connection which could possibly arouse in us impure thoughts. Through 
separation, we achieve kedushah (holiness), and come closer to Hashem.  

Taken from torah.org  

Shiurim* 
 

DAY TIME TOPIC SPEAKER NOTES 

Shabbos 8:15 a.m. Parshas Hashavua Rabbi 
Steinberg  

Shabbos 
45 minutes 

before 
Mincha 

Gemara Sukka Rabbi 
Steinberg  

Shabbos 
Between 

Mincha & 
Maariv 

Medical Ethics 
Chabura 

Dr. Daniel 
Eisenberg  

Sunday 
Morning 

After 
Davening Sefer Hachinuch Dov Gottlieb  

Mon., Wed. After 
Maariv 

Mishna Berura 
Hilchos Shabbos Eli Back  

15 minutes before 
Shacharis on Sun.-Fri. Shaarei Teshuva Rabbi 

Steinberg  

Wednesday 9:45 a.m. Women’s Tehillim 
Group  At the Eisenberg 

home 

Wednesday 8:30 p.m.  Practical Halacha 
Shiur for Women 

Rabbi 
Steinberg  

Thursday 
night 10:15 p.m. Nefesh Hachaim Rav Sholom 

Kamenetsky  

*All shiurim are at YIML unless specified. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

R’ Steinberg Info:                   Home: 610-664-3796           E-mail:  rabbi@yiml.org 
Stan Sved, President Info: Home: 610-660-5002 

A Lesson Not to Be Learned 
Rabbi Eliyahu Hoffmann 

This week's sidrah (Torah reading) deals with the machlokes (dispute) 
between Korach, his followers and Moshe. Bnei Yisrael were warned by Moshe to 
stay away from Korach and his congregation.  

"And Moshe spoke to the congregation saying, 'Turn away now from the 
tents of these wicked men and do not touch anything that belongs to them lest you be 
destroyed for all their sins.'"  

The Ramban raises the question as to why in certain places the Torah is 
very explicit in instructing the non-punished to stay away from those who are being 
punished. (Indeed, when the city of Sedom was destroyed, and Lot's wife erred in 
looking back to witness the destruction of her city, she was instantly turned to a pillar 
of salt.) It seems, then, that this prohibition of witnessing the punishment of the evil 
is very serious, and those who disobey it can suffer dismal consequences.  

The Midrash Tanchuma (Shemini 11) helps to understand this concept:  
There once was a Talmudic student who was a pious man, yet whose father 

was an alcoholic. Many times, he would fall down in the street in drunkenness, 
whereupon the children would come and pelt him with sticks and stones and chant 
after him "look at the drunk!" His pious son was so ashamed of his father's situation 
that one day he approached him with a compromise. 

 Continued on facing page 


