Shalosh Seudos Young Israel of the Main Line

Shalosh Seudos is sponsored this week by the Henzel Family.
Weekly Update

Wednesday Night Women’s Halacha Shiur

The Wednesday night Women’s Halacha shiur will be on the 273 Montgomery Ave. Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004
topic of “Muktza Toys” this week. (610) 667-3255 B “www.yiml.org
Stan Sved, President b4 Rabbi Avraham Steinberg

Upcoming Lamdeni Shiur
The next Lamdeni Shiur for women will take place on Motzei December 30, 2005- January 7, 2006

Shabbos, January 7". Mrs. Ruthie Lynn will be speaking on the Parshas Miketz Yien nwAd
topic of "Parenting: Torah Perspectives." The time and place will
be announced. Shabbos Davening Times
Candle lighting: 4:26 p.m.
Chevra Mishnayos Mincha - Friday: 4:25 p.m.
The Chevra Mishnayos siyum on Seder Zeraim will be this Sof Zman Krias Shema: 9:43 a.m.
Shabbos at the kiddush after davening. The siyum is being Shacharis: 8:45a.m.
sponsored by the Grinberg family. Mmcha— Shabbos followed by Shalosh Seudos: 4:10 p.m.
Maariv: 5:30 p.m.
Mazel Tov . .
Mazel Tov to Shayna and Rabbi Judah Goldberg on the birth of Weekday Davening Times
Elyashiv Meir. Shacharis —-Sun, Mon: 8:00 a.m.
Mincha- Sun, Mon: 4:35 p.m.
Shacharis- Tues, Wed, Fri: 6:40 a.m.
Condolences Shacharis- Thursday: 6:50 a.m.
YIML extends condolences to our member, Holly Dorman, on the Maariv (Tues-Thurs): 7:45 p.m.
loss of her brother, Robert Rosenthal z”’1. Shiva will continue until There will be no Weekday Mincha in shul until the sprinq_

Tuesday morning at the Dorman home, 41 East Dartmouth Road.

May the mourners be comforted among the aveilei tzion v’Yerushalayim. YIML Installation Banquet

On January 15", join us in installing our new Mara D’Asra, Rabbi

Steinberg, at our Installation Banquet. This event will take place at the
Merion Tribute House, 625 Hazelhurst Avenue at 6:00 PM. It promises
to be an exciting and unifying event for our community. Please join us

Pichei and Bnos
Pirchei and Bnos are cancelled this week.

at the dinner and assist us in the ad journal campaign. Please note

Are you on our Email list? To subscribe to the YIML email list simply send a message to that the ad journal deadline has been extended until January 3.

majordomo@chaseplanet.us with the following single line body: subscribe yiml

YOU@YOURMAIL

R’ Steinberg Info: Home: 610-664-3796  E-mail: rabbi@yiml.org
Stan Sved, President Info: Home: 610-660-5002

All submissions, suggestions, sponsorships, and advertisements should be directed to
Moshe Eisenberg, creator of this Weekly Update.
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i Shiurim* ®
DAY TIME TOPIC SPEAKER NOTES
Shabbos 8:15 a.m. Parshas Hashavua S tI:iilbbt:rg
Between .
Shabbos Mincha & Gemara Sukka S tl;{ill;al::lr
Maariv &
Sunday After Sefer Hachinuch | Dov Gottlieb | CANCELLED
Morning Davening
After Mishna Berura .
Mon., Wed. Maariv Hilchos Shabbos Eli Back
15 minutes before Shaarei Tesh Rabbi
Shacharis on Sun.-Fri. aaret feshuva Steinberg
. A Conceptual Look at R’ Judah
Monday 8:00 p.m. the Jewish Calendar Goldberg
Tuesday 9:30 am. Women’s Tehillim At the Eisenberg
Group home
. Practical Halacha Rabbi Topic: Muktza
Wednesday | 8:15 p.m. Shiur for Women Steinberg Toys
Thursday . . Rav Sholom
night 10:15 p.m. Nefesh Hachaim Kamenetsky
*All shiurim are at YIML unless specified.
Redeeming Factors
By Rabbi Yehudah Prero

Chanukah and Purim are similar in one respect: they are the two holidays whose
observance is not biblically ordained. Rather, the observance of these two holidays was
decreed by our Sages, and so we observe them until this day.

Perhaps it is for this reason that we find the two holidays often compared to one
another in the writings of many commentators, and even in the Talmud.

The Talmud (in Yoma 29a) tells us that “the story of Esther is the end of all the
miracles.” Immediately, a question is posed: “But there is Chanukah?” The response
related in the Talmud is that the reference to “the end of all the miracles” referred only to
those miracles included in Scripture. The story of Chanukah, we know, is not included in
Scripture, and therefore not included in the categorical statement.

Rav Yehonasan Eibshitz explains that the miracle of Chanukah was deliberately not
included in Scriptures. In order to understand why that was the case, he explains that one
has to truly understand what the “miracle of Chanukah” was. Generally, one would say
that the miracle of Chanukah was that a small band of Jews militarily defeated the
powerful army of an empire. The victory of the few over the many, the weak over the
mighty, is the supernatural event we celebrate. However, Rav Eibshitz posits, this
occurrence in reality is not so supernatural. In every era, one can find an instance of an
outnumbered, weaker group or country defeating the more numerous and powerful armies
of another group or country. This fact, in it of itself, cannot be the miracle we celebrate.

In times of oppression, the nation of Israel has traditionally recognized that salvation
comes from one place and one place only: Hashem. When faced with persecution and
suffering, the nation repents and cries out to G-d with their hearts and souls. G-d responds
in kind, and in His mercy, provides salvation and respite from the oppression. In the time
of Chanukah, this did not happen. Yes, there was persecution. There was suffering. But
the sinners remained unrepentant and the righteous remained righteous.

Continued on facing page

The Hellenized Jews remained unchanged, and the Chashmonaim remained steadfast in
their devotion to G-d. Notwithstanding the failure of much of the nation at the time to
repent, G-d allowed the Chasmomaim to achieve victory. Hashem had mercy, a
“supernatural” degree of mercy, and he saved the people despite their failure to change.

The miraculous nature of the victory is rooted in the fact that G-d caused it to occur
at all. Most of the people failed to recognize the need to repent, and under normal
circumstances, would not merit salvation. In a miraculous display of mercy, Hashem
saved the people anyway. This type of miracle, as great as it may be, is not one that is
worthy of being recorded in Scriptures. It differs from Purim, when the people did repent.

Therefore, the story of Chanukah, with this underlying miracle, was not recorded in
Scriptures. However, in other respects, the story of Chanukah contains elements that are
viewed more positively than those in the story of Purim. R” Shlomo Kluger notes that the
Talmud tells us (Megilla 14a) that we do not recite Hallel on Purim. Why is that the case?
The Talmud says “The verse in Psalms (113) says “Give praise, you servants of Hashem”
meaning those who are no longer servants of Pharaoh. But can we say in this case, Give
praise, you servants of Hashem and not servants of Achashverosh? We are still servants of
Achashverosh!” The Talmud is saying that as we were still servants to Achashverosh, we
cannot say Hallel to Hashem, as we can only say Hallel when we are the servants of G-d
and G-d alone. But why is this the case? Why is it impossible to be servants of Hashem if
we are servants to Achashverosh as well?

The Talmud (Megilla 11a) tells us that at the time of the story of Esther, the nation
indulged in slothfulness by not busying themselves with the Torah. They therefore made
themselves akin to enemies of G-d. The nation found themselves facing destruction at the
hands of Haman. They, until the decree was issued, did not busy themselves with Torah. It
was not important. When the evil decree of Haman was issued by Achashverosh, they
engaged in the pattern of behavior that Rav Eibshitz described: they repented and cried
out to G-d.

However, because of their prior behavior en masse, they did not merit a complete
salvation. Yes, their lives were spared. However, they remained servants of
Achashverosh, subject to his will and rule. There was a miraculous salvation, but it was
not a complete one.

It is evident from how the miracle of Purim occurred that the people were not worthy
on their own merit of salvation. G-d, in His mercy, accepted atonement and annulled
Haman’s decree. In such a situation, where the underlying merits for the performance of
the miracle were lacking, its not appropriate to sing songs of praise.

When we praise G-d for our salvation, we are also praising G-d for the downfall of
the evil. When we ourselves are not too far from that category, that of evil-doers, we do
not sing songs of praise. Because we had to remain servants to Achashverosh, we cannot
say Hallel.

However, in the days of Chanukah, the Chashmonaim were righteous from beginning
to end. They were steadfast in their faith and devotion to G-d. Even though a large portion
of the nation did not live lives that were Torah-true, and there was tremendous pressure to
live a Hellenized life, the Chashmonaim not only persevered, they fought back. They were
worthy of having a miracle performed for them. Indeed, they merited the occurrence of
that miracle. And because they indeed were always righteous, it is appropriate to say
Hallel, praise, upon the downfall of their evil oppressors.

The miracle of Chanukah, on one hand, is one that is not appropriate to record in
Scriptures. On the other hand, it is one for which we can appropriately sing songs of
praise. Chanukah was a time when, in large part, the nation of Israel remained
unrepentant. Yet, it was also a time when those who were devoted to G-d remained so and
acted upon that dedication. The holiday of Chanukah is a time that reminds us, both
literally and figuratively, that in times of darkness, the illumination of just one light can
have effects far and wide. Taken from torah.org




