DON'T FORGET
Please remember to say "Baruch hamavdil bain kodesh I'kodesh" before
beginning Yom Tov preparations on Saturday night.

Second Shofar Blowing
There will be a second shofar blowing for those unable to be at shul, on
Sunday afternoon (2" day of Rosh Hashana) at 4:00 PM at the Frager
home (330 Cynwyd Rd.).
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Shabbos Shuva Drasha

Rabbi Steinberg will be giving a Shabbos Shuva drasha on September 30
following 6:15 Mincha. Maariv will follow at 7:31. The topic will be
"Give or Get: What is the Essential Pursuit of Mechila" Men and
women are welcome.

Please Note: Rabbi Steinberg will be giving the Shabbos Shuva drasha a
second time on Motzei Shabbos Shuva at 9:00 p.m. for those unable to
attend on Shabbos.

Rosh Hashana Davening Times

Chevra Mishnayos
The Chevra Mishanyos is currently learning Seder Tohoros. Please sign
up by putting your name on the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board or
speak to Moshe Eisenberg.

B’nos of Bala Cynwyd
Bnos of Bala Cynwyd will not meet this week (Rosh Hashanah). We
will I'Y""H meet next shabbos.
Reminder - Please pay your yearly membership dues ($25 per girl) now
- checks for ""Bnos™* can be sent to Meira Friedman.

Mazel Tov to...
... Rabbi and Mrs. Zeffren and Family on the birth of Rivka.
...Dr. and Mrs. Epstein on the birth and bris of their grandson,
Binyomin Meir Cortell (this past Monday).
...Mrs. Suri Rabinovici on birth and bris of her great-grandson,
Binyomin Meir Cortell (this past Monday).

All submissions, suggestions, sponsorships, and advertisements should be directed to
Moshe Eisenberg, creator of this Weekly Update.

Candle lighting: 6:41 p.m.
Mincha - Friday (followed by dvar halacha): 6:40 p.m.
Maariv- Friday: 7:15 p.m.
First Day of Rosh Hashana (Shabbos, Sept. 23)
Sof Zman Krias Shema: 9:52 a.m.
Shacharis: 8:00 a.m.
Mincha (followed by a shiur entitled “Shabbos and
Shofar,” by Rabbi Steinberg): 6:20 p.m.
Candle lighting: 7:43 p.m.
Maariv: 7:43 p.m.
Second Day of Rosh Hashana (Sunday, Sept. 24)
Sof Zman Krias Shema: 9:52 a.m.
Shacharis: 8:00 a.m.
Shofar: 10:30 a.m.
Mincha (followed by a Michtav Me'Eliyahu shiur entitled
“What is Zechus Avos?”” by Rabbi Steinberg): 6:35 p.m.
Maariv: 7:41 p.m.

Weekday Davening Times
Tzom Gedalia (Monday, Sept. 25)

Fast Starts/Ends: 5:40 a.m./ 7:39 p.m.
Shacharis: (Slichos: 6:00 a.m.) 8:00 a.m.
Mincha: 6:25 p.m.
Shacharis-Thursday: (Slichos: 6:00 a.m.) 6:35a.m.
Shacharis— Tues, Wed, Fri: (Slichos: 6:10 a.m.) 6:45 a.m.
Mincha /Maariv- Tues-Thurs: 6:40 p.m.
Next Shabbos Davening Times
Candle lighting: 6:30 p.m.
Mincha - Friday: 6:30 p.m.
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i {  Shiurim* e ®
DAY TIME TOPIC SPEAKER NOTES
Shabbos 8:15 a.m. Parshas Hashavua R.abb' CANCELLED
Steinberg -
; Will be given on the
45 minutes .
. _— Rabbi 2" day of Rosh
Shabbos be_fore Michtav me’Eliyahu Steinberg Hashana (see front
Mincha for details)
Between . . .
Shabbos | Mincha & Medical Ethics Dr. Daniel | o ANCELLED
- Chabura Eisenberg —
Maariv
Sunday After - Moshe
Morning Davening Sefer Hachinuch Buchbinder CANCELLED
Mon., Wed. Bgfore Mishna Berura Eli Back
Mincha
15 minutes before Chovos Halevovos Rabbi
Shacharis on Sun.-Fri. Steinberg
Monday 9:45 am. Women’s Tehillim
Group
Tuesda After Gemora Kesuvos Rabbi
Y Maariv First Perek Steinberg
. . Rabbi Shiur for Women
Wednesday 8:15 p.m. Sefer Shmuel Bais Steinberg Starting Oct. 18
Thqrsday 10:15 p.m. Nefesh Hachaim Rav Sholom
night Kamenetsky
*All shiurim are at YIML unless specified.
R’ Steinberg Info: Shul: 610-667-3255 ext. 1 E-mail: rabbi@yiml.org
Stan Sved, President Info: Home: 610-660-5002

And Straight Again!
By Rabbi Label Lam

| stumbled upon a list of aphorisms and one-liners from one of the
premier Baalei Musar-Masters of Ethical Teachings, Rabbi Simcha Zissel Ziv,
also known as the Alter from Kelm. One phrase made me chuckle at first but |
realized it wasn’t and couldn’t be a joke so | highlighted it and parked it in a file
entitled, “more thought required”. The statement goes as follows: “Torah is
divided into three portions; 1) Simplicity 2) Complexity 3) Simplicity!” That’s it!
Get it!? Which one of these is not like the other? Two of the three are exactly the
same! What are and why are there three parts when only two different ones are
listed?

A model for explanation may be found in the Rosh Chodesh Bentching,
when prior to each new month we pause in synagogue to recite some prayers of
hope. Amongst the handful of items we cry out for is that this month should be
filled with: “fear of heaven”, and that it contain wealth and honor, and not have
embarrassment and shame, and then at the end of the list again we ask for “fear
of heaven”. Twice! Continued on facing page

Why is it mentioned twice on the same short list? The answer is given that
there is a “fear of heaven” that comes before wealth and honor and before
embarrassment and shame and there’s another brand of “fear of heaven” that
comes after the experience of wealth and honor and embarrassment and
shame.

We find a similar pattern by the blowing of the Shofar. In order to
have fulfilled the Mitzvah of the day one has to have heard a longish straight
sound and some combo of broken sounds followed by a straight sound again.
The pattern is straight-broken-straight! Perhaps this is a key to unlocking the
code of the Shofar’s simple and not so simple message.

Every good thing in life begins with an almost naive and yet
beautiful simplicity. A child looks at his parents at first like the sun and the
moon. His introduction to the Aleph and Beis are tinged with wonder and
honey. A bride and groom stand as celebrities posing for pictures and
generating song and dance wherever they go.

All those pictures and memories are purposefully preserved and
remain on the mantelpiece of our minds. So too our relationship with
HASHEM begins, as a New Year, bathed in hope and idealism.

By the second week of school the sharpened number two pencil
points are dulled and the nap sack is already lined with peanut butter and lost
notes home from the teacher. After a period of time the awareness of ever
emerging complexities begin to dominate the brain. The ocean that looked so
pristine and inviting on the travel brochure grows darker and more
dangerous as we wade deeper into the reality of the scene. The mother and
father are not so perfect. The Rebbe’s halo has a stain. The Torah is hard to
understand. Those relationships that seemed so natural at first require real
work and commitment to maintain and to avoid going insane. “What’s going
on here? Is this some kind of bad joke?” one may wonder. Welcome to the
realm of the complex!

If one stalls at this point, the lingering sense of frustration may
yield to disappointment, disillusionment, and ultimately terminal cynicism
and depression. In that place one cannot survive long, so there are only two
choices. One natural approach is to drift backwards to the world of the
childish, to “never-never land”, where all forms of escapism dominate
However, when the movie is over and the thrill is gone the complex realities
of life are still there staring even more intensely.

The only healthy approach and admittedly the more difficult, is the
one the Shofar urges desperately. Don’t stop moving! Live with hopeful
anticipation of a mature simplicity that reconciles the profound complexities
of life with its innocent beginnings. Is this not the paradigm of ultimate
optimism for all cycles of life and psyches? So too we are encouraged to
strive as King David (following the same pattern) directs us, “Hope to
HASHEM, strengthen and fortify your heart, and hope to HASHEM!”
Straight-------- Broken-------- and Straight Again!

Taken from torah.org




