
  
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 

Young Israel of the Main Line  
Weekly Update 

273 Montgomery Ave.             Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004 
(610) 667-3255    www.yiml.org 

Stan Sved, President                   Rabbi Avraham Steinberg 

All submissions, suggestions, sponsorships, and advertisements should be directed to 
Moshe Eisenberg, creator of this Weekly Update. 

June 29-July 6, 2007                          z"xa, zun, wf-d"h 
Parshas Balak                                                ekc ,arp

Chevra Mishnayos 
The Chevra Mishnayos is currently learning Seder Kodshim.  Please sign 
up by putting your name on the sign up sheet on the bulletin board.  For 
more information, please speak with Moshe Eisenberg. 

Rabbi Steinberg Info:                   Shul: 610-667-3255 ext. 1       E-mail:  rabbi@yiml.org 
President Stan Sved Info: Home: 610-660-5002 

Shabbos Davening Times 
Earliest Candle lighting: 7:00 p.m. 
Candle lighting: 8:16 p.m. 
Mincha - Friday: 7:00 p.m. 
Shacharis: 8:45 a.m. 
Sof Zman Krias Shema: 9:20 a.m. 
Mincha for Shabbos followed by Shalosh Seudos: 8:00 p.m. 
Maariv:  9:19 p.m. 
 

Weekday Davening Times 
Shacharis- Sun, Wed: 8:00 a.m. 
Shacharis- Mon, Thurs: 6:40 a.m. 
Shiva Asar B’Tammuz (Tuesday, July 3) 
 Fast Begins/Ends:                           4:25 a.m./9:19 p.m. 
 Shacharis: 6:30 a.m. 
 Mincha: 8:05 p.m. 
Shacharis- Friday: 6:50 a.m. 
Mincha/Maariv (Sun, Mon, Wed, Thurs): 8:20 p.m. 
 

Next Shabbos Davening Times 
Earliest Candle lighting: 7:00 p.m. 
Candle lighting: 8:15 p.m. 
Mincha - Friday: 7:00 p.m.

YIML COOKBOOK 
To purchase your very own copy of "At the End of the
Fork" contact Ilana Buchbinder (215-310-9060, ijl927@aol.com) or 
Shani Daniel (610-667-1509, shani314@yahoo.com). The cost is $25 
per cookbook, or two for $40.  Get great new recipes and support YIML 
at the same time! 

 
Kiddush this Shabbos is communally sponsored. 

Women's Learning Experience (Starting the week of July 9th) 
Because of the excellent response to the last session of the WLE, an 
abridged summer session is beginning.  The schedule of the shiurim is as 
follows: 
Monday, 9:15 a.m: Tehillim at the home of Eve Rosen (all are encouraged to 
come for just 15 minutes, no need to be registered for the 9:30 class) 
Monday, 9:30-10:30 a.m: Rabbi Steinberg on Tefilah Insights at the home of 
Eve Rosen, 8 Concord Circle 
Tuesday, 9:30-10:30 a.m: Rabbi Biberfeld on Bassar V’Cholov Issues at the 
home of Karen Sallen, 325 Merion Rd. 
Wednesday, 9:30-10:30 a.m: Carol Greenberg on Parsha Perspectives at the 
home of Jessica Erlbaum, 354 Sycamore Ave. 
If you are interested in attending such shiurim in the future and for more 
specific dates, please contact Janis Fine (610) 617-0913. 

Mazel Tov to… 
…Mendel and Shira Kupfer on the bris of Alexander Yedidya. 



  

 On the way, Bilaam's donkey stops 3 times in fear of an Angel 
blocking his path. Bilaam, who cannot see the Heavenly messenger, beats 
and scolds his donkey. Suddenly, the animal turns to his master and asks, 
"Why are you beating me? Can't you see the Angel blocking our path?" The 
Angel then reveals himself to Bilaam and reveals instructions from G-d with 
guidelines as to how to proceed with his mission.  
Ramban asks, what was G-d's point in performing the miracle of giving the 
donkey the power to speak to Bilaam? Bilaam could have seen the angel and 
been rebuked directly!  
 It is a fact that it is more difficult to create something from scratch 
than to improve or reshape that, which already exists. By giving the donkey 
the power of speech, Hashem intended to teach Bilaam a lesson. He should 
have understood that if G-d can create a new creation, a donkey that can 
speak, then certainly Bilaam could be able to improve his power of speech 
by restraining himself from cursing the Children of Israel. But the lesson of 
G-d transmitted through the mouth of a talking donkey fell on Bilaam's deaf 
ears.  
 The Or HaHaim HaKadosh comments, "I have seen wicked people 
who have told me explicitly that if they knew they would die immediately 
after repenting, they would repent. But they do not repent because they know 
that they could not maintain their state of penitence for any length of time." 
Bilaam prayed, "May my soul die the death of the upright," but he could not 
come to terms with his sinfulness. He could not be sure that he would die 
immediately after repenting.  
 The lesson we can learn from Bilaam is that in order to die like a 
Jew one must live like a Jew. It is the life of a Jew that he should have 
prayed for and if he had lived that life he would have died like a Jew. As he 
himself said, "How goodly are your tents Yaakob, your dwelling places 
Israel!"  
 If we compare the personality traits of the greats of the Jewish 
nation with those of the non-Jewish world, we are struck by the contrast. In 
the Gentile world knowledge and wisdom are not necessarily accompanied 
by sterling character traits and sublime conduct. Jean Jacques Rousseau 
could preach about child rearing and education, yet he abandoned his wife 
and children with no means of support. Aristotle, whose wisdom even 
Maimonides admired, was observed eating in a gluttoness manner. He 
justified his lack of refinement saying, "When I am hungry I am just a 
person who must eat. At other times, when I am satisfied, I can be 
Aristotle!"  
 "Her ways are the ways of pleasantness and all of her paths are 
peace." The Torah demands wisdom and character. To be great ALL of you 
must be perfected--not just your brain or your mouth. Bilaam had prophecy 
but lacked midot--character traits. He had wisdom but he lacked Torah. He 
wanted to die like a Jew but was not willing to do what it takes to limit 
desire, refine his character and LIVE like a Jew.  

      Taken from torah.org 

Shiurim* 
 

DAY TIME TOPIC SPEAKER NOTES 

Shabbos 7:55 a.m.-
8:15 a.m. Parsha Chabura 

THIS WEEK: 
Dennis 
Rosen 

 

Shabbos 8:15 a.m. 
Parsha Etymology 

Based on the teachings 
of Rav Shamshon 

Raphael Hirsch zt”l 

Rabbi 
Steinberg  

Rabbi 
Steinberg 

 

Topic: Can a Man 
be Motzei his Wife 

in Kiddush? 
 

Shabbos 
45 minutes 

before 
Mincha 

ALTERNATING BETWEEN 
Minchas Chinuch 

Chabura 
----and---- 

The Chabura Rotating UPCOMING 

Shabbos 
Between 

Mincha and 
Maariv 

Medical Halacha Shiur Dr. Daniel 
Eisenberg 

Topic: Risky 
Treatment in 

Halacha 
Sunday 
Morning 

After 
Davening Sefer Hachinuch Moshe 

Buchbinder  

Mon., Wed. Before 
Mincha Mishna Berura Eli Back   

15 minutes before 
Shacharis on Sun.-Fri. Chovos Halevovos Rabbi 

Steinberg  

Monday 9:45 a.m. Women’s Tehillim 
Group  345 Bala Ave. 

Tuesday 9:00 p.m. 
Advanced Gemora 

Kesuvos Shiur 
First Perek 

Rabbi 
Steinberg 

CANCELLED 
until next season. 

Wednesday 8:15 p.m. Sefer Shmuel Bais Rabbi 
Steinberg 

CANCELLED 
until next season. 

Thursday 
night 10:15 p.m. Nefesh Hachaim Rav Sholom 

Kamenetsky  

*All shiurim are at YIML unless specified. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Die Like a Jew 
By Rabbi Raymond Beyda 

 
 "May my soul die the death of the upright, and may my end be like his" 
[Bamidbar 23:10]  
 The character of the Gentile prophet Bilaam has undergone close 
scrutiny and intense analysis by our Sages. His story is told in our Parasha. Balak 
the King of Midian, fearful of the onslaught of the approaching Jewish people, 
hires Bilaam to come fight fire with fire. "The power of the Jews is not in their 
physical might but in their mouths," he concluded, "And so I will pay a King's 
fortune for you to come and curse them."   Continued on facing page 


