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YIML PURIM SEUDAH

Please join us for the YIML Purim Seudah:

Purim Morning (Friday, March 21) 11:30am at YIML.
Cost: $18 per adult, $10 children over 2.

Please RSVP (so we know how many people to expect) to:
Dini Steinberg nyds2002 @aol.com or (610) 664-3796.

All submissions, suggestions, and sponsorships should be directed (by Wednesday evening)
to the editor of the Weekly Update, *1129 12 »Y79 (weeklyupdate @yiml.org).



http://www.yiml.org
mailto:weeklyupdate@yiml.org
mailto:nyds2002@aol.com

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Torah Academy’s 44th Annual Scholarship Banquet:

This Sunday night, Feb. 24 is Torah Academy’s 44th Annual Scholarship Ban-
quet at the Crystal Tea Room.

Mazel Tov to our member, Mrs. Miriam Lichtenstein, who will be receiving
the Rabbi Israel M. Axelrod Excellence in Eduacation Award.

Kollel Masmid Program End-of-Year Banquet:

Join the Kollel in celebrating four months of incredible Torah learning of tin-
nokos shel beis rabbun!

The first end-of-season Masmid banquet will take place this Tuesday night,
February 26th, in the LMS Social Hall, from 6:00-7:00pm. A full fleishig
meal will be served, and there will be a special guest storyteller. All adults
and children who participated in this year’s program are invited to join.

The Masmid program for 5768 will conclude this Motzoei Shabbos with the
last program for the season which will begin at 7:30pm.

ONGOING EVENTS

Chevra Mishnayos:

The Chevra Mishnayos is now learning Seder Moed.

See the shul bulletin board to sign up.

Women’s Tehillim Group:

The Women’s Tehillim Group meets Mondays at 9:45am at 345 Bala Ave.

Are you on our e-mail list?
To subscribe to the shul mailing list, send a message to ma jordomo@chaseplanet .us with
the following in the message body (all one line): subscribe yiml YOUR-EMAIL

Rabbi Steinberg Contact Information

Shul: (610) 667-3255 E-mail: rabbi@yiml.org
President Stan Sved Contact Information

Cell: (215) 219-9231

D’VAR TORAH by Rabbi Berel Wein

After all of the commentaries and explanations regarding the event of the Golden
Calf that is the centerpiece of this weeks’ parsha, one is still left, somehow, with an
empty feeling of not understanding how such an event could have in fact occurred.

After all, did not the splitting of the sea, the war against Amalek, the manna and
the miraculous wells of water, the revelation at Sinai, make an impression upon them?
No doubt that all of the answers and explanations have validity, but how do we deal
with this story? What is the relevance of this story to us, a generation that has many
Golden Calves but certainly not that Golden calf of the parsha?

I think that the most direct and simple answer to this is to view the event in its
simple realit. It is enough to know that such an event, though not understandable or
rational, can and does occur. It should teach us about the irrationality of people, na-
tions and political leaders. It should put us on notice that nothing in human affairs is
unlikely or impossible.

The possibility of a Golden calf incident is always with us. By discounting the
vagaries of human nature we expose ourselves to such sad incidents as described in
this week’s parsha. Moshe never imagines that such an event can occur amongst the
people of Israel and so he ascends the mountain for his own spiritual development and
to bring the Torah down to the Jewish people. Aharon also never thinks that a Golden
calf can spring forth from his attempts to mollify the frenzied mob that now surrounds
him. But, no matter, the Golden Calf arrives, alive and snorting fire. And that is life’s
lesson—that the unexpected and impossible is itself always present in our lives and
society.

Anyone who reviews the events of the twentieth century will stand amazed at the
events, wars, changes and profound diplomatic and political errors that shaped its story.
Nothing that happened was rational or predictable in 1901.

Who could have thought that the great empires of Germany, Russia, France, Eng-
land, Austria and the Ottomans would never survive that century? And who could
have imagined the State of Israel arising and the destruction of European Jewry? That
disaster of the Holocaust is a Golden Calf of unbelievably major proportions.

All rumors later circulated to the contrary not withstanding, no one really envi-
sioned such a catastrophe of so great a proportion. Since prophecy is no longer present
amongst us, the future is always murky and undecipherable. Therefore the only thing
certain in our lives, both personal and national, is uncertainty.

And that is the basic and troubling message of the Golden Calf incident. The par-
sha is here to warn us of trusting only in our judgments, conclusions and prescience.
That is not how life really works and not how events play themselves out.

The events of the Golden Calf constantly repeat themselves in our life story. For-
tunate are those who are not seduced by that idol and are wary initially of the attempts
to construct and deify it.

From: http://www.rabbiwein.com/Weekly-Parsha/2008/02/235.html
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