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Parshas Miketz uwin zyxt
Shabbos Chanukah dkpg zay

December 26–27—h''qyz elqk 'l

Shabbos Davening Times
Earliest candle lighting: 3:44pm
Candle lighting: 4:24pm
Mincha - Friday: 4:25pm

Sof Zman Krias Shema: 9:42am
Shacharis: 8:45am
Mincha followed by Seudah Shlishis: 4:20pm
Maariv: 5:28pm

Weekday Davening Times
Shacharis Sunday, Rosh Chodesh: 8:00am
Mincha/Maariv (Sun., Thu.): 4:30pm
Shacharis (Mon.): 6:40am
Shacharis (Tue., Wed., Fri.): 6:50am
Shacharis (Federal Holiday—Thu.): 8:00am
Maariv (Mon., Tues., Wed.): 7:45pm

Next Shabbos Times
Candle lighting: 4:29pm
Mincha - Friday: 4:30pm

All submissions, suggestions, and sponsorships should be directed (by Wednesday evening)
to the editor of the Weekly Update, ipelt oa ipelt (weeklyupdate@yiml.org).

Calendar of Shiurim

DAY TIME TOPIC SPEAKER NOTES

Shabbos 7:55am–
8:15am

Parsha Chabura S. Pechter ROTATES

Shabbos 8:15am Mishlei Shiur R. Steinberg
Shabbos After Mincha Chabura J. Weinberger OFF WEEK

Shabbos After Mincha Medical Halacha D. Eisenberg
Mon., Wed. After Maariv Mishna Berura Eli Back
Sun.–Fri. 15 min. before

Shacharis
Sefer Hamaspik
L’Ovdei Hashem

R. Steinberg

Tuesday 9:00pm Choshen Mishpat R. Steinberg
Thursday 10:10pm Nefesh Hachaim Rav Sholom

Kamenetsky

∗All shiurim are at YIML unless specified.

THIS SHABBOS

Kiddush:
Kiddush is sponsored by the Sved family in honor of the marriage of
Shuli & Chaim Mazel.

Seudah Shilshis and Siyum Mishnayos:
This week Seudah Shlishis will be Sheva Brachos (for Shuli & Chaim Mazel)
as well as being the Chevra Mishnayos Siyum on Seder Zeraim. The Siyum
is sponsored by Sid and Susan Laytin in memory of Mrs. Annette Sollins, l''f,
Susan’s grandmother, on the occasion of her yahrzeit.

Bnos and Pirchei:
Neither Bnos nor Pirchei will meet this week.

HACHNOSSAS SEFER TORAH!

Frager Family Torah Dedication in memory of Max and Mollie Frager, d''r

Save the date! YIML Hachnassas Sefer Torah—Sunday morning, Dec. 28 (the
7th day of Chanukah) from 11:30am—1:00pm. Refreshments will be served
and you also get to meet the Frager Clan (d''ra).

http://www.yiml.org
mailto:weeklyupdate@yiml.org


D’VAR TORAH by Rabbi Berel Wein

Shabbos Chanuka
Someone stopped me on the street and said to me: I read your articles every Shabat

and I enjoy doing so. I know that you intend to write about Chanuka this coming week.
Please write something new and fresh because all of the old ideas about Chanuka I
know already. I was flattered that he was such a fan of mine but I was disappointed
that he wanted to dictate my Chanuka article for me. Because to my mind, the newest,
freshest insight on Chanuka is simply found in retelling the Chanuka story itself.

There can be nothing as relevant to our world and our current situation as revis-
iting the Chanuka story and taking lessons and heart from it. For the Chanuka story
details for us three separate struggles that comprise the tale of the Hasmoneans and
their descendants. These struggles were fought to a great extent simultaneously and
over protracted periods of time.

The triumph of the Hasmoneans was viewed as being immediate but the victory
of Chanuka is apparent only over the long run of Jewish history and life. The three
struggles were: 1) the Jews versus the Syrian-Greeks, 2) the original Hasmoneans ver-
sus the Hellenist Jews and 3) the Hasmoneans versus the Hasmoneans in a bitter civil
war. The results of these struggles are extremely instructive to us in our current situa-
tions. (cont. . . )

MAZEL TOV!

The Young Israel Community wish Mazel Tov. . .
To Stan & Jillian Sved and Family. . .
. . . on the marriage of Shuli & Chaim Mazel this past Thursday.

ONGOING EVENTS

Chevra Mishnayos:
The Chevra Mishnayos is now learning Seder Zeraim.
See the shul bulletin board to sign up.
Women’s Tehillim Group:
The Tehillim Group meets Mondays at 10:45am at 8 Concord Circle.
Women’s Chovos haLevovos Group:
The Chovos haLevovos Group meets Tuesdays at 9:30am at 8 Concord Circle.

(continued. . . )
In truth, it is not difficult for us to realize that we are living in Second Temple

times, so to speak. Thus the Hasmoneans and their struggles are not past history alone
but are in reality a description of current events.

The struggle against the Syrian-Greeks ended in partial victory for the Has-
moneans. It was only the unfortunate alliance of the Hasmoneans with the Romans
that finally squelched the threat of Syrian-Greek invasion of the Jewish state. The Ro-
mans stationed one of their legions on Jewish soil. They never left and the country
inevitably fell under Roman domination.

The rabbis of the time, pointing to the miraculous lights of Chanuka as proof of
Divine protection, objected to the alliance with Rome. They saw Rome as being even
a greater threat to the Jews than were the once-vanquished Syrian-Greeks. Needless
to say, rabbinic scholars know nothing about diplomacy, military matters or national
policy and their opinion was disregarded by the ruling power of the Hasmoneans.

When in 63 BCE Pompeii conquered Jerusalem and instituted the family of Herod
as Roman puppets to govern the country, the rabbis were unfortunately proven to have
been correct in their assessment of the dangers confronting the Jewish state.

The second struggle against the Hellenist Jews continued for centuries. The Hel-
lenist Jews morphed into the Sadducees who centuries later would become the Karaites
and whose false views regarding Torah and Divinity still have adherents today in the
Jewish world. There are plenty of these Jews around today. Some are simply ignorant
of Jewish life and tradition and know nothing about the Jewish past. Others are vicious
self-haters who really need some sort of spiritual and mental therapy. The struggle to
defend Jewish holy tradition is still continuing today in combating assimilation, sec-
ularism and Jewish self-hatred. The miracle of the lights of Chanuka remain as the
symbol of the Torahs eventual triumph in this matter.

Finally the struggles between the Hasmoneans themselves brought about the even-
tual destruction of the Second Temple. The ambition and greed for power split the
family, brother fought brother and a spirit of intolerance, hatred and suspicion of oth-
ers was created. This led to the unwarranted hatred between different factions of the
Jewish people and it is to this spirit of dissension, constant carping and mutual distrust
and hatred that the rabbis of the Talmud attributed the cause of the destruction of the
Second Temple.

The fragmentation of parties for the forthcoming general election here in Israel is
a source of disappointment and worry to me. For it leads to bitter words and unwar-
ranted accusations one against the other and certainly weakens the fabric of our public
life and deterrent powrs of defending ourselves against our enemies.

Why we cannot agree to disagree civilly and seriously without all of the bombast
and personal besmirching that abounds is beyond me. But Chanuka teaches me that
things can improve and that we are not ever far from Divine help and inspiration.

So, it is the old story of Chanuka that actually remains the fresh one with new
insights since it is so relevant regarding our world and our struggles.

From: http://www.rabbiwein.com/Jerusalem-Post/2008/12/383.html

http://www.rabbiwein.com/Jerusalem-Post/2008/12/383.html

