Thought of the Week

Although Bilaam is the major villain of the piece in this week’s
parsha, we should not overlook Balak’s nefarious role in the
events described therein. Balak is the instigator of the whole plot
to curse and destroy the Jewish people. He finances Bilaam and
is most persistent in pursuing his evil goal. Even when Bilaam
apparently despairs of the success of his mission and so informs
Balak,

Balak nevertheless insists that he continue, for perhaps he will yet
be able to curse the people of Israel. Often in Jewish history we
find this scenario repeated, with those behind the scenes
persistently encouraging the masses to destroy the Jews while
they stay a pious distance behind, causing, but somehow
apparently not participating in, the murderous mayhem.

As hate filled as Bilaam is he cannot operate alone. He needs
financial and social backing for him to do his worst. Bilaam is
eventually killed by the very people he attempted to destroy. But
Balak always lives on to try again to accomplish the destruction of
the Jewish nation. Balak never makes peace with the idea that the
Lord does not allow him his goal. His tenacity for hatred and evil
behavior is his true hallmark of his identity.

Centuries later the prophet reminds us of Balak’s scheme and
advice to Bilaam and warns us somehow not to overlook Balak’s
role in this story of aggression and unreasoned hatred. Through
remembering the original Balak, the prophet informs us that we
will be better able to identify and deal with his successors in deceit
and hatred throughout the ages.

It is not the suicide bomber — Bilaam — that is the only guilty party
in terrorist attacks. It is the Balaks who send them and support
them that are certainly equally as guilty. The pious human rights
organizations that promote only hatred and violence under the
guise of doing good deeds are also responsible for the loss of the
precious lives of innocents caused by those whom they so nurture
and support.

The Talmud stated this reality by coining the famous Jewish
aphorism: “It is not the mouse alone that is the thief. It is ...
[continued inside...]
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§ § Shabbos Schedule § é

Mincha and Kabbalas Shabbos: 7:00pm
Candle Lighting: 8:14pm

7:55am
8:15am
8:45am
9:23am

Parsha Chaburah by Naftali Perlberger:
Rabbi’s Mishlei Shiur:

Shacharis:

Sof Zman Krias Shema:

Rabbi‘s Shabbos morning drasha this week is entitled:
Maintaining Kedusha - Affirmatively

Kiddush is communally sponsored.

Mincha: 8:00pm
Shalosh Seudos is communally sponsored. Shalosh
Seudos drasha: Balaam: New Realms in Delusion
Medical Halacha Shiur given by Dr Daniel Eisenberg.
Maariv: 9:16pm




Questions? Comments! Sponsorships$ weeklyupdate@yiml.org
Weekday Davening Times

Shacharis:  Sunday: Thought of the Week, continued...

Monday and Thursday: rather the hole in the wall that allows the mouse entry into the

Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday: house that is the real thief.” It is the persistence of those that
Mincha/Maariv: Sunday to Thursday: are determined to undermine the Jewish people and the State
Mincha Friday, and Kabbalas Shabbos: g;llzrsel that places them as direct immoral descendants of
Candle Lighting Friday: In the Pesach Hagadah we read that in every generation we
face this challenge. No matter how many Bilaams we are able
s . to dispose of, Balak somehow survives to continue to try again.

_ . Weekday S_h'u"m . The words of the prophet in this week’s haftorah - to remember

Daily Mussar Shiur: 15 minutes before Shacharis Balak’s role in the story of the Jewish people in the desert of
Mishna Brura: Mon and Wed after Maariv Sinai - are addressed to us and our times as well.

Melachim Aleph Shiur: Monday at 8pm We should not be shocked, though our sadness over this fact is
Halacha Shiur: Tuesday at 8:30pm. understandable, that the malevolence against Jews of the

1930’s can repeat itself in 2011. As long as Balak still remains a

Nefesh HaChaim: Thursday at 10:10pm . , :
. o ) force in the world the Jewish problem will not go away.
Check with Dr Daniel Eisenberg to confirm. Adapted from http:/www.torah.org/learning/rabbiwein/5771/balak.html by Rabbi Wein,

Chevra Mishnayos
The Chevra Mishnayos is learning Seder Kodshim. See shul

bulletin board to sign up or email eisenber@pol.net with your 3 wazel Tovs g%
name and the masechta (and chapters) you intend to learn. “4 - - i

» Mazel Tov to Kathie and Aaron Shrager on the birth of a baby
boy. The Shalom Zachor will be Friday night at 9:30-11 at Aish
HaTorah, 50 Montgomery Avenue. The bris will be at noon on
Monday at Aish HaTorah.

Women's Learning Experience — Summer Session
Mon at 9:45am: Tehillim for Cholim.
Mon at 10:15am: Rabbi Greenspan - Parsha haShavua.
Tues at 9:30am: Rabbi Shmidman - Sefer Tehillim, at LMS.
Tues at 8pm: Stacey Goldman - Chana, at 161 Highland Circle.
Wed at 10am: Mrs. Biberfeld - Michtav M'Eliyahu.
Thu at 9:30am: Rabbi Steinberg - Gesher HaChaim. Pirchei and Bnos
All classes at 8 Concord Circle, unless otherwise noted. Free Pichei and Bnos are on break for the summer.
babysitting is available, reservations must be made in advance.
For information or babysitting, call Janis Fine 610-888-0477.

To subscribe to the YIML email list, visit
http://mail.chaseplanet.us/mailman/listinfo/yiml



