Thought of the Week

One of the main garments that the High Priest of Israel donned was the
jewel-bestudded breastplate — choshen - that he wore upon his chest.
This breastplate contained twelve precious jewels of different colors
and on each of the stones was engraved the name of one of the tribes
of Israel.

In addition to these stones there were two large elongated diamond
stones that were embedded in the shoulder straps of the apron —
eiphod — that the High Priest wore. Engraved on those shoulder strap
stones were the names of the Patriarchs of Israel and a reference to all
of the tribes of Israel. Thus all of the twenty two letters of the Hebrew
alphabet were to be found on these stones in the breastplate and on
the shoulder straps.

This allowed these stones and their engraved letters to serve as the
urim v’tumim — the means of prophecy by which important national
issues could be decided with Divine help and intervention. Though the
letters of the answer shone on the stones, the ability to string the letters
together correctly and coherently into the necessary words and
message depended upon the prophets of Israel who “read” the urim
v'tumim accurately.

This was symbolic of the symbiotic relationship, so to speak, of God
and the Jewish people in pursuit of the national and spiritual goals of
Israel. Only by this interaction of Heaven and humans could the
message of the urim v’tumim have any constructive meaning. Heaven
alone never completely determines our future. We must also work and
strive, interpret and analyze, study and act in order to see our future
realized successfully.

In the pocket of the choshen there was inserted a piece of parchment
with the ineffable name of the Lord written upon it. This was the engine
that powered the miracle of the urim v'tumim. Without its presence the
choshen was a lifeless collection of jeweled stones. This significance is
part of Jewish tradition.

Beauty and expensive value are only relevant when they are somehow
inspired and created for a lofty purpose of spirit and service. King
Solomon wisely said that “if the Lord builds not the city then those that
have constructed it have toiled in vain.”

In Second Temple times the choshen was present on the breast of the
High Priest. But the urim v’tumim was no longer in effective operation.
The human element of service and dedication was already lacking.
There were no longer prophets present amongst Israel and the...
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Candle lighting:
Mincha - Friday:

5:13pm
5:13pm

7:55am
8:15am
8:45am
9:36am

Parsha Chaburah by Naftali Perlberger:
Rabbi’s Mishlei Shiur:

Shacharis:

Sof Zman Krias Shema:

The Chevra Mishnayos siyum for Seder Moed will
take place this Shabbos during Kiddush.
Sponsorships are still available.

Mincha: 5:10pm
Chabura given by Rabbi Josh Weinberger on Adar
Rishon/Adar Sheini (and its relationship to bal tosif).
Medical Halacha Shiur given by Dr Daniel Eisenberg.
Maariv: 6:17pm

Questions? Comments! Sponsorships$ weeklyupdate@yiml.org




Weekday Davening Times
Shacharis:  Sunday:
Monday and Thursday:
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday:
Mincha/Maariv: Sunday:
Maariv: Monday through Thursday:
Mincha and Candle Lighting Friday:

Weekday Shiurim

15 minutes before Shacharis
Mon and Wed after Maariv
Monday at 8pm

Daily Mussar Shiur:
Mishna Brura:
Melachim Aleph Shiur:
Halacha Shiur: Tuesday at 8:30pm.
Nefesh HaChaim: Thursday at 10:10pm

Check with Dr Daniel Eisenberg to confirm.

Chevra Mishnayos Siyum!
The Chevra Mishnayos siyum of Seder Moed will take place
this Shabbos during kiddush. Contact Daniel Eisenberg or
Sherman Frager to sponsor the siyum.

Women's Learning Experience - Winter Session
Mon at 10:30am: Tehillim for Cholim.
Mon at 11:00am: Rabbi Greenspan - Parsha haShavua.
Tues at 9:30am: Rabbi Shmidman - Sefer Tehillim, at LMS.

Tues at 8:00pm: Stacey Goldman - The Imahot, at the Werrin
home, 161 Highland Circle, Bala.

Wed at 9:00am: Rachael Biberfeld - Michtav m'Eliyahu.

Thu at 9:30am: Rabbi Steinberg - Chazon Ish: Faith and Trust.

All classes at 8 Concord Circle, unless otherwise noted. For
information or free babysitting, call Janis Fine 610-888-0477.

To subscribe to the YIML email list, visit
http://mail.chaseplanet.us/mailman/listinfo/yiml

Thought of the Week, continued...

choshen therefore was merely an ornament, part of the uniform of
the High Priest but no longer a Godly guide to the future and a
source of instruction to the people of Israel.

Because of this, the great men and rabbinic leaders of Second
Temple times in the Land of Israel recognized early on that this
Temple was ultimately doomed to be destroyed. The necessary
interplay of Heaven and earth, of God and His creatures were no
longer present. In such an environment, no matter how beautiful the
structure or how handsome the jewels may have been, the whiff of
eternity upon which all Jewish life is based was absent. It is our task
to somehow restore the very same urim v'tumim in our personal and
national lives.

Adapted from http://www.rabbiwein.com/Weekly-Parsha/2011/02/515.html by Rabbi Wein.
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» Mazel Tov to Steve Goldman on the birth of a new grandson
born in Eretz Yisroel to Miryam and Aryeh Adler.

Pirchei and Bnos

Bnos will meet from 3:30 to 4:30pm at LMS. For information,
contact Meira Friedman at 610-617-9529.

Pirchei will meet from 3:30 to 4:30pm in the LMS Social Hall.
This week’s Torah Youth has been sponsored anonymously.
Contact Rabbi Ari Silver at silverDollar@verizon.net.

Torah Academy's Annual Scholarship Dinner

Torah Academy's Annual Scholarship Dinner is planned for
Sunday February 27th, 2011 at 5pm to be held at the Westin
Hotel Philadelphia. This years distinguished honorees are
Susan & Sherman Frager together with Excellence in
Education recipients, Mrs. Rita Maurio and Coach Kenny
Myers. For more information, contact Tanya Libesman at
tlibesman@torahacademyonline.org or 610-642-7870 x255.




